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Ohio Lumber Brick and Block is the January Business of the Month.
Left to right: Cole Lewis, Brandon Daniels, Matt Baringer, Kris Titus, Dylan
Carter, Jason Ramsey Doug Bruns, John Richter and Robbie Wood.
Beat the Winter Blues
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NEX Expansion
Featured Member Benefit

Business of the Month
Please join us in Congratulating Ohio Lumber Brick and Block as the
January Logan County Chamber Entrepreneur & Business of the Month
In 2016, small-town man, Doug Bruns from St. Henry bought Ohio Lumber to add to his six
other family owned lumber companies in Western Ohio.
“Ohio Lumber was started in March 1984 and was operated by the Duff Family,” said General
Manager, Jeff Ramsey. “Then, on Jan. 1, 2018, we bought Mr. Concrete and became Brick and
Block.”
With the newly
combined entities, Ohio
Lumber Brick and Block
offers all types of services
including, building products, lumber, roofing, siding, windows, brick, block,
and post frame buildings.
The company employs 18
people who bring a wealth
of knowledge and years of
experience to serving their
customers.
“We are experienced in every aspect of the building process,” said Mr. Ramsey. “We draw
house plans and offer installation.”
Their most recent adventure is partnering with the Hauck Family Foundation in building The
Linda Laine Hauck Equestrian Center. The Center will be the new home of the Discovery Riders
Therapeutic Facility in Zanesfield.
“We just love the small-town atmosphere,” said Mr. Ramsey. “People just know us. Word of
mouth is the best type of advertisement we have.”
Building or remodeling in the future? Ohio Lumber Brick and Block can be reached at 937-686
-6434. Their Facebook page and website is www.ohiolumber.com. Please join the Chamber in congratulating Ohio Lumber Brick and Block on becoming the Business of the Month.

A Letter from the President
Happy New Year to all of you!
After a busy holiday season we hope your 2019 is off to a great start. For us at the Chamber this means
executing on our mission to help make Logan County a superior place to visit, live, and do business. We do
this through five primary channels:
CONNECT

EDUCATE

MARKET

ADVOCATE

ADVANCE

Connect – We facilitate connections that build trust, expand networks, and generate collaboration. We
will continue to offer our First Thursday Coffee Hour and, as you will see on the following pages, we will be
re-launching our Business After Hours events. Beyond the formal events, we are continually directing visitors, callers, and walk-ins to our chamber members to have their business needs met.
Educate – Whether a start-up or tenured company, continuous learning is a must. We believe our members should be the best prepared for success. In 2019 we will be launching a Pursuit of Excellence business
success series designed to provide a wide variety of continued education sessions on key business topics
such as social media marketing, getting a business loan, and business insurance needs. Stay tuned for more
on this series in the coming weeks!
Market – We work to expand the reach of our businesses and community through creative and proactive
marketing. In 2019 we will be stepping up our social media outreach, establishing a blog where our members can provide relevant content, updating our website to improve accessibility and visibility for your business, and providing new sponsorship opportunities (see Pursuit of Excellence series above).
Advocate—This comes in many forms but includes looking out for you and your employees and finding
ways to save you time and money. In 2019 our member benefits have expanded to include discount tuition/scholarships with Urbana & Franklin University, prescription drug discount cards, and reduced costs on
office supplies and marketing videos. Not sure what benefits are available to you? Give us a call at 5995121!
Advance – Logan County has a bright future and we are visioning the way. We will be launching an economic development strategic plan in 2019 to identify the primary areas we will focus our attention on.
Housing, workforce, leveraging the growth of automotive technology, entrepreneurship, quality of
life...there are so many possibilities. Your feedback will be important in charting our direction.
Let’s work together to make this a year to remember!

Ben Vollrath

New Chamber Initiative

WHY BE AN AMBASSADOR?
-Greater visibility for you and your business
-Development of professional contacts
-Better awareness of important news in the business community
AMBASSADOR DUTIES:
-Attend Ambassador Orientation to learn about the program
-Attend occasional Ambassador meetings and conference calls
-Engage with the Chamber on social media
-Attend Chamber events and activities
-Assist in welcoming new members to Logan County

Contact Lydia for more information:
membership@logancountyohio.com or (937) 599599-5121

Tourism
Logan County Day Trips
Indian Lake Skate
Skate on over to the Indian Lake Rollarena to release your inner child. Then, skate
your way to Cassano’s for a yummy bite of pizza and stop at The Donut Shoppe &
Bakery for dessert!
Indian Lake Rollarena
Cassano’s
The Donut Shoppe & Bakery

Wild Winter Wanderlust
Are you looking for a wild day? Start your day out at Marmon Valley Farms and ride on horseback through the scenic wooded trails.
Then, warm up by conquering the wild climbing wall. After working up an appetite, check out a local pizzeria located in Bellefontaine, SixHundred Downtown. Nab a dessert at Whit’s Frozen Custard and end your day trip catching a movie at Republic Theatres.
Marmon Valley Farms
Six-Hundred Downtown
Whit’s Frozen Custard
Republic Theatres

Industry
Press Release: NEX Transport Expands Operations in Bellefontaine, Ohio; Invests More Than $1.4 Million 12/10/18
NEX Transport Inc., a one-stop business solution that connects people and companies through diverse logistics modes, has announced plans to add a new facility in Bellefontaine, Ohio, investing more than $1.4 million and creating 200 new jobs. Hiring
will begin in late Q4 after the completion of the new facility.
NEX Transport has experienced steady growth, with existing and new customers driving the need to increase capacity and support their customer base more effectively. The company will partner with Thomas & Marker Construction to build and lease a
new warehouse in Bellefontaine. Construction is scheduled to begin in summer 2019.
“The Columbus Region has played a key role in our company’s ongoing success and growth,” said Hiroki Matsuoka, NEX
Transport president. “With this expansion NEX Transport will continue to make strides in its strategy to transform into a world
class logistics provider.”
Established as a joint venture between worldwide logistics and freight forwarding company Nippon Express and packaging
specialist company Nittsu Shoji, NEX Transport was created with both specialties in mind. Initially, the company provided
warehousing services to automotive customers but has since grown to include kitting, sequencing, and component deliveries.
“NEX Transport is a critical employer for Logan County, and we’re delighted the company plans to expand and add more jobs
in the area,” said Bellefontaine Mayor Ben Stahler. “Bellefontaine offers NEX Transport a central and cost competitive location to help fuel its success.”
With greater access to the U.S. market than any other major metro, the Columbus Region is a strategic location for the movement of goods. More than 4,400 logistics establishments employing over 83,000 employees thrive on the Columbus Region’s
ultra-modern interstate highway system, third-party logistics companies and multiple rail terminals. Bellefontaine is located in
Logan County, which is home to an estimated 45,325 residents.
“Ohio’s strategic role in the global supply chain continues to grow with NEX Transport’s plans to expand its operations in the

Upcoming Events

Legislative Meeting
8 a.m. at Mary Rutan Health Center
Newly elected Ohio State Representative Jon Cross

West Liberty Business Association
7:30 a.m. at The Liberty Gathering Place
Indian Lake Buzz
8 a.m. at Woody’s

Safety Council Meeting
7:30 at The Hilliker YMCA
Brad Ridenour of the BWC—”Safety Scenarios, what
would you do?”

Downtown Business Partnership Meeting
8 a.m. at the Marketplace Bistro

Chamber Events
First Thursday
Coffee
at Native Coffee
200 W. Columbus Ave.
Thursday,
February 7
at 8:00 A.M.

Come in and take the chill off with some delicious coffee on us! Network
& Connect with other business professionals within the community.

Safety Council
Brad Ridenour
“What Would You Do Scenarios”
January 17, 2019 at the Hilliker Y.M.C.A.

Featuring Brad Ridenour from the Bureau of Worker's Compensation

After working in various manufacturing environments, as well as the service sector, he earned his B.S. in Industrial Systems Engineering at The
Ohio State University. Brad joined the
Ohio BWC and the Division of Safety &
Hygiene in 1991 as an Ergonomist. He
has consulted in almost every industry
in Ohio since then, Mr. Ridenour has
been an active contributor to the Ohio
Center for Occupational Safety and
Health as both a trainer and course
developer. Areas of expertise include:
ergonomics, process development,
wellness, accident analysis, managing
safety, team development & facilitation, and ergonomics for construction.

New Opportunities for Chamber Members

Are you interested in being a guest blogger for
the Chamber’s new blog?
Starting in January, the Chamber website will host a new member-driven
blog with valuable information about our community and updates from our
members. We’re asking YOU, our Chamber members, to help create content
by having you share your expertise in your field in a single-page
(approximately 300-word) blog post.
If you’d like to participate as a guest blogger and share your expertise in
your field, please email Lydia at
membership@logancountyohio.com.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Host a 2019 After Hours networking event!
Interested in showing off your business location? Here’s your chance to invite the
business community to learn more about your products and services! Events will be
held from 4:30-6 p.m. on the dates below. Current Chamber members in good standing
will be given first priority. Spaces are limited so contact the Chamber today! Call 937599-5121 or email Lydia at membership@logancountyohio.com.
-Thursday, January 10

-Thursday, July 11

-Thursday, February 14

-Thursday, August 8

-Thursday, March 14

-Thursday, September 12

-Thursday, April 11

-Thursday, October 10

-Thursday, May 9

-Thursday, November 14

-Thursday, June 13

-Thursday, December 12

Chamber Member Benefit

Community News

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

LOGAN COUNTY HEALTH DISTRICT ACHIEVES NATIONAL ACCREDITATION
National accreditation works to improve and protect public health

BELLEFONTAINE, OH (August 29, 2018) – The Logan County Health District (LCHD) is excited to announce that the organization has
achieved national accreditation through the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) by demonstrating that it meets the highest standards for delivering quality programs and services to its community.

“After years of diligence and hard work, we are proud to be recognized for achieving national standards that promote continuous quality improvement to better protect public health,” said Boyd Hoddinott, MD MPH, Logan County Health Commissioner. “By continuing to
improve our services, we can be sure we’re meeting and exceeding the needs of our local community as effectively as possible. The
accreditation process also validates the dedication of our staff and the exceptional support of our board of health and community partners to help prioritize the use of resources to improve the quality of life of all Logan County residents.”

Of the 113 health districts in the state of Ohio, only 23 are accredited, three of which are rural agencies, which includes the Logan
County Health District. Nationally accredited health departments strive to improve the health of the public through advanced performance, which is measured against a set of nationally recognized, practice-focused and evidence-based standards.

The PHAB’s voluntary national accreditation process is rigorous and extensive. Interested health departments must undergo peerreviewed assessments to ensure they meet or exceed a set of public health quality standards. Those measures cover a broad range of
services including community health assessment, epidemiology, infectious disease control, health inspections, health education, and
emergency preparedness.

For more information about LCHD and the services offered, visit www.loganhealth.org. For more information about the national accreditation process, visit www.phaboard.org.
About the Logan County Health District
The Logan County Health District (LCHD) is a nationally accredited public health district that prevents, promotes and protects the health
of all 45,000 Logan County residents and the more than 400 businesses where they live, learn, work and play. LCHD offers a wide variety of services to protect the health, safety and well-being of the community by promoting a healthy lifestyle, preventing diseases, providing immunizations, ensuring access to safe food, water and clean air, and preparing for or responding to health emergencies. Learn
more about LCHD at http://www.loganhealth.org/.

Membership News
Join us in welcoming our new and growing Chamber Members
Ascend Consulting, LLC (ribbon cutting 12/21/18)
200 W. Columbus Ave. Bellefontaine
937-210-4868
Frey Lawn and Landscape, LLC
Huntsville
937-210-8459
Roof Defenders, LLC
Huntsville
937-210-8459

Visit Our Website at: www.logancountyohio.com

Your Chamber Management Team

Rick Hatcher

Terri Schneider

Chairperson

Chairperson Elect

Michael Wilson
Vice Chair
Logan County electric

Retired

Ben Vollrath
President/CEO
937-599-5121
president@logancountyohio.com

Rick Gildow
Economic Development
937-599-5121
ecodev@logancountyohio.com

John T. Belser

John Bodin

Secretary/Treasurer

Past Chairperson

Belser Accounting and

Thompson, Dunlap &

Haley Cooper
Member and Visitor Services
937-599-5121
tourism@logancountyohio.com

Lydia Hess
Member and Visitor Services Coordinator

937-599-5121
membership@logancountyohio.com

You

To learn more about Chamber benefits and
upcoming events visit our website:

Download Our App
The Logan County Chamber is part of a national network that connects chambers throughout the country. Downloading the free My Chamber App is useful
for not only where you live, but also where ever you
travel.
Update your business information, add upcoming
events and share Hot Deals by logging
into

www.logancountyohio.com
BENEFIT: Members receive a DIGITAL PRESENCE through the Chamber website and mobile application.

